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LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CVIS, RO (FRIEDLANDER, ERWIN) 

SUBJECT: ROMANIAN DEFECTOR CASE: ERWIN FRIEDLANDER 

REF: FRANKFORT 1708 

1 . AS BUCHAREST MAY ALREADY HAVE NOTED IN COMMENTING ON 
REFTEL REGARDING THE DEFECTION OF ROMANIAN NUCLEAR SCIENTIST 
PROFESSOR ERWIN FRIEDLANDER, THERE IS NO DOUBT GOR WILL 
TAKE THIS DEFECTION VERY HARD INDEED. AMPLE PRECEDENT 
UNFORTUNATELY LEADS US TO EXPECT THAT AT A MINIMUM HE WILL 
BE SENTENCED IN ABSENTIA TO A PRISON TERM FOR FAILURE TO 
RETURN TO ROMANIA AFTER AN AUTHORIZED TRIP ABROAD. IN VIEW 
OF HIS PRIOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED INFORMATION, HE COULD ALSO 
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WILL CLEARLY BE UNWILLING TO ALLOW PROFESSOR FRIEDLANDER TO 
RETRIEVE HIS PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL DOCUMENTS AND 
ESPECIALLY RELUCTANT TO ALLOW HIS WIFE AND CHILD TO JOIN 
HIM ABROAD. 

2. PROFESSOR FRIEDLANDER MAY WELL BE AWARE OF THIS. HOW- 
EVER, LEST HE BE UNDER A FALSE IMPRESSION THAT ONCE ADMITTED 
TO THE US, THE USG WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO ENSURE RECOVERY 
OF HIS PERSONAL DOCUMENTS OR A SPEEDY REUNIFICATION OF HIS 
FAMILY, SUGGEST AMCONGEN FRANKFURT POINT OUT TO HIM THE 

DIFFICULTIES HE WILL PROBABLY FACE. YOU MIGHT EMPHASIZE 
THAT THIS IS TRUE DESPITE OUR POLICY OF SEEKING TO 
FACILITATE THE REUNIFICATION OF FAMILIES AND DESPITE 
THE FACT THAT EMIGRATION FROM ROMANIA TO THE US HAS 
IN FACT INCREASED IN THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS. IF 
ADMITTED TO THE US HE WOULD OF COURSE RECEIVE WHATEVER 
ASSISTANCE HIS LEGAL STATUS IN THIS COUNTRY ENTITLED HIM 
TO, BUT OUR EXPERIENCE SUGGESTS THAT IN BEST CASE RPT 
IN BEST CASE IT COULD BE YEARS BEFORE THERE WAS MUCH 
CHANCE WIFE AND DAUGHTERS WOULD BE ALLOWED TO LEAVE 
ROMANIA. KISSINGER 
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